
Cannon Township

Wetlands
Ordinance

A wetland use permit application
must be completed prior to making
any changes within a wetland that is
protected by the Township or the State
of Michigan. The application is avail-
able at Cannon Township Center.

Once the Township application is
completed and the application fee is
paid, the Wetland Review Board of
Cannon Township will review it. The
Review Board will approve, approve
with conditions or deny a wetland use
permit application within 90 days after
receiving the completed application.

The Wetlands Protection Ordinance
has been created for the benefit of
all citizens of Cannon Township. We
believe that by preserving this precious
and important biological resource, our
community will be a better place in
which to live.

This brochure was supported, in part, by a
grant from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, Forest, Mineral and Fire Management,
and the USDA Forest Service, State and Private
Forestry Program.
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Cannon Township has many
acres of wetlands. Wetlands
are land characterized by
the presence of water at a
frequency and duration
sufficient to support wetland
vegetation or aquatic life.
Bogs, fens, marshes, swamps
or vernal ponds are all different
types of wetlands.

The purpose of the Cannon Township
Wetlands Protection Ordinance is to
provide protection and preservation of
wetlands that are not regulated under
State of Michigan law. That means any
wetland in the Township that is 5 acres
or less in size (but is larger than ¼
acre) and is not contiguous to a body of
water is protected by the Township. If
a landowner wishes to change, in any
way, a wetland under the Township’s
protection, they must obtain a wetland
use permit.

Why protect wetlands?

• Maintain wetlands’ biological,
recreational and aesthetic values

• Offer flood and storm water control
• Filter sediment
• Reduce erosion
• Provide homes for wildlife and fish
• Protect groundwater resources
• Serve as nature’s kidneys

When do I need to obtain a
wetland use permit?

• Depositing fill material
• Grading of the surface profile of
the land

• Dredging, or causing to be drained
through artificial means, any water
into or from a wetland

• Any activity that diminishes a
wetland’s ability to function

When would I NOT need a
wetland use permit?

• Fishing, trapping or hunting
• Swimming or boating
• Hiking
• There are other activities that could
exclude a property owner from
needing a wetland use permit.

Please read the Wetlands Protection
Ordinance for complete information.


